The News, Thursday April 6, 1995

CHAREN'S WRONG!

Stop scapegoating, and lend a hand

A

n open letter to syndi
cated columnist Mona
Charen:
What makes you think
that cutting Aid to Families
with Dependent Children is
going to reduce the suffering
of children?
1. You assume that every
welfare family - most often a
one-parent family - is an abu
sive family. The vast majority
of women and men receiving
welfare are
good, loving
....-------, parents. Be
ing impov
erished does
not mean that
you· are a bad
mother or
father. In the
early 1900s,
the Chil-

LOCAL

dren's Aid Society removed
children from their jobless and
poor families and sent them by
train throughout the West separated not only from par
ents but also siblings. This

.Jean

Poleshuck
plan was promulgated by an
agency that thought it was
doing the best for these chil
dren - removing them from
poor and needy homes. Is this
what we want as we enter the
21st century?
2. You assume that severely
abused children are routinely
returned to their families. As a
volunteer on the Foster Care
Citizen Review Committee, I
know severely abused and ne
glected children are not rou
tinely returned to their
biological parents. Termi
nation of parental rights does
occur when appropriate.
3. You also assume that ev-

erybody on welfare does not
want to work. Have you con
sidered the lack of decent-pay
ing jobs for both men and
women? Have you ever won
dered about what happened to
factory jobs that were once
union-organized and in which
workers earned a living wage?
Can one raise a family on
minimum wages of $4.25 an
hour or even $5 an hour?
4. Have you thought that we
can reform welfare in a posi
tive way? Yes, let's train those
on welfare for better jobs. Yes,
let's think about restoring our
infrastructure, our bridges, our
schools, provide decent wages
for child-care workers, spend
less on bombers and more on
de�ent-paying jobs.
Let's stop making welfare
mothers the scapegoats for our
national problems. Instead of
punishing welfare mothers
who are responsible for their
children, let's help with educa
tion, child care, training and
good jobs. □
I Jean Poles/tuck is a resident of Delray
Beach.

