When that day comes her master stands before her stripped of his historical pre~
rogative-~-just another individual with individual atiributes, That has ponderous
implications for their relationship, for all of society.

In the world of the graduated and married, this situation is forestalled in
perhaps the most expeditious way. Men simply refuse to talk to women publicly
about anything but the most irivial affairs: home, cocking, the weather, her job,
perhaps a local school board election, etc. In theze areas they are hound to be
able to compete and if they fail--well, men aren't supposed to know anything
about those things anyway. They're really just trying to give the girls a little
play.

But even that routine has its dangers. Women are liable to change the
topic, to get to something of substance. So geners be absolutely safe men
just don't tailk to women at all. At parties th gate on one gide of the
room, standing up as befits their condition an n {desk workers in the
main) and exhausted women (servants and mo e left propped up by girdles,
pancake make-up, and hair spray, on the cmcé and surrounding chairs. ¥ the
place is big and informal enough, the men may 1y go into another room,
generally under the pretext of being closer o zhe r

z';

Of course, most women don't understand this game for what it is. The
new-comer to it often thinks it is the women who Wzthdraw and may seek out what
she imagines to be the more stimulating company of the men. When she does,
she is quickly disillusioned, As she ippraacinh each group of men the conversa-
tion they were so engrossed in usually dies, The individual members begm to
drift off--to get a refill, to talk with someone they Emve just noticed scross the
room, etc, If she manages to ensnare a2 residua i member of the group in con~
versation, he very soon develops a nervous and distressed look on his face as
though he had to go to the bathroom; and he leaves as soon as possible, perhaps
to make that trip.

There is another phenomenon not to be confus
ing stimulated o show off in the pres sence of an atiract
verbal exchange what they imagine to be thei
rules of this game require the women to st? ] g7
giggling, awed, and somewhat sexually arcused, The verbal excha Lge ig strictly
between the men. Any attempt on the woman's part to become a participant in-
stead of a prize breaks up the game and the group.

v, inen be-
ale, to dispig v in
rness.  Hut the

hamu’f;,ﬁ just gasping and

This kind of desperate aitempt by men
to participate in open public discussion with
not so effective, And one sees the be
in SDS meetings. You ave allowed
listening when you do. How ma
sion only to have it resume at ¢

. While gtil smae 3,
k, only the men stop

woman enter the discus-
She made her departure,




as though she had never said anything at all? How many times have you seen
men get up and actually walk out of a2 room while a woman speaks, or begin to
whisper to each other as she starts?

In that kind of a hostile, unresponsive atmosphere, it is difficult for any-
one to speak in an organized, stringent manner. Being insulted, she becomes
angry; in order to say what she wanted to say and not launch an attack upon the
manners of her "audience, ' she musters the energy to control her temper, and
finally she wonders why she is bothering at all since no once is listening, Under
the pressurce of all this extrancous stimulation she speaks haltingly, and if she
gets to the point at all hits it obliquely.

And thus the male purpose is accomplished. Someone may comment,
"Well, that is kind of interesting but it is sort of beside the main point here, "
Or, whoever is in charge may just look at her blankly as if, '"What was that all
about?"" The conversation resumes and perhaps the woman feels angry, but she
also feels stupid. In this manner the slave relationship is learned and reinforced.
Even if the exceptional case is involved--the woman who does sometimes
get up front--the argument holds. I know whom you are thinking about, You are
thinkihg about the girl who has thirty IQ points over almost anyone in the group
and therefore can't be altogether put down. She is much too intelligent, much
too valuable. So she is sometimes asked by the male leadership to explain a
plan or chair a meeting and since it is obvious that she is exercising male-
delegate‘d authority and because she is so bright people will sometimes listen to
her. But have you ever known the top dog in an SDS group to be a woman, or
have you ever known a woman to be second in command? Have you ever seen
one argue substance of tactics with one of the top males in front of the full group ?
She may forget her place and do so, but if she does she receives the same treat-
ment as all other females. The rules may and sometimes have to be stretched
for the exceptional, but never at the price of male authority and male control,

Of course, being a student, having not as yet come under the full heel of
male domination, and not identifying with women in general, you may view SDS
group dynamics somewhat differently. You may grant the male domination but
think it is a function of the particular males in command, or you may grant its
existence but blame the women for not asserting themselves.

With regard to the first assumption, let me point out that almost all men
are involved in the male mystique. No matter how unnecessary it may be, par-
ticularly for the bright and most able among them, each rests his ego in some
measure on the basic common denominator, being a man., In the same way,white
people, consciously or unconsciously, derive ego support from being white and
Americans from being American,




Allowing females to participate in some group on the basis of full equality
presents a dirvect threat to each man in that group. And though an individual male
leader may be able to rise above this personal threat he cannot deviate from the
rules of the game without jeopardizing his own leadership and the group itself, If
he permits the public disclosure in an irrefutable manner of the basic superiority
of half of the women to half the men, of some of the women to some of the men,
he breaks the covenant and the men will not follow him. Since they are not obliged
to, they will not suffer this emasculation and the group will fall apart.

To think that women by asserting themselves individually in SDS can
democvatize it, can remove the factor of sex, is equally silly. In the first place
the men will not permit it and in the second place, as things stand now, the
women are simply incapable of that kind of aggressive individual assertion. The
socialization process has gone too far, they are already scrambled, Meeting
after meeting their silence bears witness to their feelings of inferiority. Who
knows what they get out of it? Are they listening, do they understand what is be~
ing said, do they accept it, do they have reservations ? Would urging them to
speak out have any effect other than to cut down their numbers at the next mceting

THE LIMBO

Though female students objectively have more freedom than most older
married women, their life is already a nightmarc. Totally unaware they long
ago accepted the miserable role male society assigned to them: help-mate and
maintenance worker, Upon coming to college they eagerly and "voluntarily”
flood the great service schools-~the college of education, the college of nursing,
the departments of social work, physical therapy, counseling, and clinical psy-
chology. In some places they even major in home economics.

Denied most of them forever is the great diseovery, the power and beauty
of logic and mathematics, the sweeping syntheses, the perspective of history.
The academic education in these service schools varies from thin to sick-~-two
semester courses in history of Western civilization, watered down one-guarter
courses on statistics for nurses, and the mumbo-jumbo courses on psychoanalysis.

It is no wonder that women who may have come to college with perfect
confidence in themselves begin to feel stupid, They are being systematically
stupefied, Trying to think without knowledge is just a cut above trying to think
without language. The wheels go arvound but nothing much happens.

The position of these women in college is very much like the position of
black kids in the black public schools. They start out with the same IQ and
achicvement scores as their white counterparis but after the third year they he-
gin to lag further and further behind in both measurements, Those blacks still
around to gracduate irom high school usvally measure at Ieagi two years bolow
graduafing whites. Of course, hinck kids blame the discrepancy on the schools,
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on the environment, on all kinds of legitimate things. But always there is the
gnawing doubt. It is hard to believe the schools could be so different; white
women, being at the same school and from the same families, understand that
they are simply, though individually, inferior.

But that is not the only reason female students are scrambled. They are
also in a panic, an absolute frenzy, to fulfill their destiny: to find a man and get
married. It is not that they have all been brainwashed by the media to want a
husband, split level house, three children, a dog, a cat, and a station wagon,
Many just want out from under their parents. They just can't take the slow
slaughter any more but they don't have the courage to break away. They fear the
wrath of the explosion but even more they fear the ensuing loneliness and isola-
tion,

Generally a single girl's best friend is still her family. They are the
only people she can rely upon for conversation, for attention, for concern with
her welfare, no matter how misdirected. And everyone needs some personal

, a-j;tcntion or they begin to experience a lack of identity, Thus the big push to find

the prince charming who will replace the chains with a golden ring.

- But that is not as simple as it may seem. It is not proper for women to
ask men out. They are never permitted the direct approach to anything, So
women must set traps and, depending upon their looks and brains, that can be
terribly time-consuming, nerve-racking, and disappointing. Thus the great rush
of nose jobs, the desperate dieting, the hours consumed in pursuit of the proper
attire. There is skin care, putting up one's hair each night, visits to the hair-
dressers, keeping up with, buying, applying, and taking off make~up, etc. The
average American woman spends two hours a day in personal grooming, not in-
cluding shopping or sewing., That is one~twelfth of her whole life and one-eighth
of the time she spends awake. If she lives to be eighty, a woman will have spent
ten whole years of her time awake in this one facet of the complex business of
making herself attractive to men. It is staggering to think what that figure would
be if one were to include the endless hours spent looking through fashion maga-
zines, shopping and window shopping, discussing and worrying about clothes, a
hair style, diet, and make-up. Surely one-fourth of a woman's waking time
would be a conservative estimate here. Twenty years of wakeful life!

So, one~fourth of a female student's day goes down the drain in this man-
ner, another one-fourth to one-half is spent getting brainwashed in school and
studying for the same end. What does she do with the rest of the time? Often,
she must work to support herself and she must eat, clean, wash clothes, date,
etc. That leaves her just enough time to worry about her behavior on her last
date and her behavior on her next one. Did she say and do the right thing, should
she change her approach? Does he love her or does he not? To screw or not to
screw is often a serious question. It is taken for granted amongst the more
sophisticated that it helps to nail a man if one sleeps with him. Still, it is no



cuarantee and there are only so many men with whom a woman can cohabit in the
same circle and still expect a proposal. Movement men seem prone to marry
the "purer'' non-movement types. And at that age and stage, when girls are
worried about being used, about pregnancy and privacy, still ignorant of the po-
tentials of their bodies, and hung~up by the old sexual code which classifies so
much as perversion and then demands it, sex usually offers only minimal grati-
fication anyway. Given the girls' hang-ups and the insecurity and ineptness of
young men, even that gratification is more often psychological than sexual.

Sex becomes the vehicle for momentary exchanges of human warmth and
affection. It provides periods in which anxiety is temporarily allayed and girls
teel wanted and appreciated, periods in which they develop some identity as in-
dividuals, It is ironic indeed that a woman attains this sense of identity and
individuality through performing an act commeon to all mankind and all mammals.
it bespeaks her understanding that society as it is presently organized will not
permit her to function at all except through some male. The church used to say
that "husband and wife are as one, and that one is the husband, " or, '"The hus-
band and wife are as one body and the husband is the head." As though Fulfilling
a prophecy unmarried women go about like chickens with their heads cut off,

In this terrible delirium between adolescence and marriage the friendship
of female to female all but disappears. Girls, because they are growing duller,
become less interesting to each other. As they slip into the role of submissive-
ness or respondent to male initiative, male intelligence, they also become in-
creasingly uneasy with one another. To be the benefactor of female intelligence
and to respond with warmth and affection brings with it anxieties of "homosexual
tendencies. " To initiate, direct, or dominate brings with it the same apprehen-
sions. To insure a female for every male (if he wants one), to insure his free~
dom and his power through the enslavement of our sex, males have made of
homosexuality the abomination, Everyone knows what happens to them: they go
crazy and get buried at some intersection. It is too terrible to think about; it can
only be feared.

And that fear, initiated by men, is reinforced by both men and woren.
Perform a simple spontaneocus act like lighting another woman's cigarette with
the same match you've just lit your own and there is panic on all sides. Women
have to learn to inhibit these natural, asexual gestures. And any close and
prolonged friendship between women is always suspect.

So women use each other as best they can under the circumstances, to
keep out the cold. And the blood-pacts of childhcod where one swore not to reveal
a secret on penalty of death turn into bargains about not leaving each other until
both are lined up for marriage. Ouly these later pacis are never believed or
fulfilled. No woman trusts ancther because she understands the desperation.

The older a woman becomes the more oppressive the syndrome. As one by one
her contemporaries marry she beging to feel the way old people must when one
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by one their friends and relatives die. Though an individual in the latter condition
is not necessarily burdened with a sense of failure and shame.

So there you have the typical coed--ignorant, suffering from a sense of
inferiority, barely perceiving other women except as mindless, lonely, and
terrified. Hardly in any condition to aggressively and individually fight for her
rights in SDS. It seems, in a way, the least of her problems. To solve them all
she is fixated on marriage. Which brings us to the second arm of this discussion,
the point we raised earlier.

4. RADICAL WOMEN DO NOT REALLY UNDERSTAND THE DESPERATE
CONDITIONS OF WOMEN IN GENERAL--BECAUSE SO FEW ARE MARRIED,
OR IF MARRIED HAVE NO CHILDREN,

No one would think to judge a marriage by its first hundred days. To be
sure there are cases of sexual trauma, of sudden and violent misunderstandings,
but in general all is happiness; the girls has finally made it, the past is but a bad
djk’eam. All good things are about to come to her. And then reality sets in. It
can be held off a little as long as they are both students and particularly if they
have money, but sooner or later it becomes entrenched. The man moves to in-
sure-his position of power and dominance,

There are several more or less standard pieces of armament used in this
assault upon wives, but the biggest gun is generally the threat of divorce or
abandonment, With a plucky woman a man may actually feel it necessary to
openly and repeatedly toy with this weapon, but usually it is sufficient simply to
keep it in the house undercover somewhere. We all know the bit, we have heard
it and all the others I am about to mention on television marital comedies and in
night club jokes; it is supposed to be funny..

The husband says to the wife who is about to go somewhere that doesn't
meet with his approval, "If you do, you need never come back." Or later, when
the process is more complete and she is reduced to frequent outbreaks of begging,
he slams his way out of the house claiming that she is trying to destroy him, that
he can no longer take these endless, senseless scenes; that ''this isn't a marriage,
it's a meat grinder." Or he may simply lay down the law that God damn it, her -
first responsibility is to her family and he will not permit or tolerate something
or other. Or if she wants to maintain the marriage she is simply going to have
to accommodate herself.

There are thousands of variations on this theme and it is really very clever
the way male society creates for women this pre-marital hell so that some man
can save her from it and control her ever after by the threat of throwing her back.
Degrading her further, the final crisis is usually averted or postponed by a tear-
ful reconciliation in which the wife apologizes for her shortcomings, namely the
sparks of initiative still left to her.




The other crude and often open weapon that a man uses to control his wife
is the threat of force or force itself, Though this weapon is not necessarily used
in conjunction with the cne described above, it presupposes that 2 woman is more
frightened of returning to an unmarried state than she is of being beaten about one
way or another. How can one elaborate on such a threat? At a minimum it be-
gins by a man's paling or flushing, clenching his fists at his sides or gritting his
teeth, perhaps making lurching but controlled motions or wild threatening ones

while he states his case. In this circumstance it ig difficult for a woman to pur-
sue the argument which is bringing about the reaction, usually an argument for
more freedom, respect, or equality in the marital situation. And of course, the
conciliation of this scene, even if he has beat her, may require his apology, but
also hers, for provoking him. After a while the conditioning becomes so strong
that a slight change of color on his part, or a slight stiffening of stance, nothing
observable to an outsider, suffices o quiet her or keep her in line. She turns
off or detours mechanically, like a robot, not even herself aware of the change,
or only momentarily and almost subliminally.

But these ave gross and vulgar techniques. There are many more subtle
and intricate W.h:mn in the long run are even more devastating. Take for instance
the ploy of keeping women from recognizing their intelligence by not talking to
them in public, which we mentioned earlier. After marriage this technique is
extended and used on 4 woman in her own home.

At breakfast a woman speaks to her husband over or through the morning
paper, which he clutches firmnly in his hands, Incidentally, he reserves the right
to see the paper first and to read the sections in order of his preference. The
assumption is, of course, that he has a more vested interest in world affairs and
a superior intelligence with whick t¢ grasp the relevance of daily news., The
Women's Section of the paper is called that, not only because it containg the
totality of what men want women to be concerned with, but also because it is the
only section permitted to women at certain times of the day.

I can almest hear you demur, Now she has gone too far. What super-
sensitivity to interpret the morning paper routine as a deliberate put-down. After
wormnan hag the whole dav to read ihe paper and a man must get to work, I
same gituation exists when they both work or when the wife
works and mm }z‘f;whand iz s&iﬂi 2 student, assuming he gets up for breakfast, and
on Sundays. What we are describing here is pure self~indulgence. A minor and
common, though uone the less enjoyable, exevcise in power. A flexing of the

v

when a b wife atte 2 to solve the o gitiv T @rzbmg to two papers,

This is a met m‘fa resigiance on mc part of the man as being an
unnecess » never mind whether thev can afford it. And
if his ¢ orestall the second subscription he attempts to




